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“Health  is  the  vital  principle  of  bliss.”  ( Thom 


INTRODUCTION. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Stocksbridge 

Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Thirty-third 
Annual  Report. 

The  Death  Rate  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  for  the 
District,  and  the  Infant  Mortality  is  considerably  below  our 
average. 

Possibly  the  outstanding  feature  of  the  year  was  the 
outbreak  of  Small  ^ox.  We  may  consider  ourselves  very 
fortunate  that  this  was  limited  to  9  cases. 

A  whole-time  Sanitary  Inspector  has  been  appointed,  and 
in  view  of  the  great  increase  in  the  work  both  of  the  Surveyor’s 
and  the  Inspector’s  departments,  this  is  a  wise  change. 

The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  and  the  Welfare  Centre 
have  both  been  taken  full  advantage  of. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


W.  M.  ROBERTSHAW. 


STOCKSBRIDGE  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1925. 


The  District. — The  district  is  typical  of  many  in 
Yorkshire  in  its  natural  formation.  On  the  North,  Hunshelf 
Bank  rises  steeply  to  a  height  of  1000  feet ;  a  gentler  slope 
leads  to  Bolsterstone  on  the  South  ;  to  the  West  stretch  the 
moors  of  Langsett  and  Woodhead  ;  and  on  the  East  the  rocks 
and  heights  of  Wharncliffe  seem  to  impose  an  impassable 
barrier.  Through  the  basin  thus  formed  flows  the  Little  Don 
or  Porter,  which  joins  the  major  Don  at  the  Deepcar  end  of 
the  valley. 

Such  being  the  configuration  of  the  district  it  is  as  one 
would  expect  subjected  to  strong  sweeping  winds  from  the 
West,  and  in  times  of  rain  the  Little  Don  becomes  a  river  in 
spate.  These  points  have  a  bearing  on  the  health  of  the 
district. 

The  District  is  rich  in  minerals  ;  coal,  ganister  and  fire¬ 
clay  are  all  to  be  found  here. 

As  a  manufacturing  and  mining  community  Stocksbridge 
has  this  outstanding  feature — it  has  on  all  sides  in  its 
immediate  environment  spots  of  great  natural  beauty.  As  far 
as  my  observation  goes  it  has  this  feature  to  an  extent  that 
few  manufacturing  villages  can  boast  of. 

Population. — At  the  Census  of  1921  the  population  of 
the  district  was  9,062.  It  was  estimated  to  be  9,608  in  1925, 
an  addition  of  546  in  the  four  years.  The  natural  increase — 
excess  of  Births  over  Deaths — was  in  1921, 161 ;  in  1922,  146  ; 
in  1923,  113;  in  1924,  136;  and  in  1925,  117.  This  makes  a 
total  of  512  since  the  Census,  and  is  only  allowing  34  for 
increase  from  in-comers.  It  may  safely  be  said  that  the 
population  is  not  over-estimated. 


Year. 

1881 

1891 

1901 

1911 

1921 


CENSUS  RETURNS. 

Population.  Increase. 

4,660 

5,677  ...  ...  1,017 

6,566  ...  ...  889 

7,090  ...  ...  524 

9,062  ...  ...  1,972 


The  above  figures  show  that  Stocksbridge  has  doubled  its 
population  in  the  40  years  1881-1921. 


The  following  Table  shows  how  it  compares  with  the 
neighbouring  Districts 


Stocksbridge  Urban  ... 
Penistone  Urban 
Penistone  Rural 
Wortley  Rural 


9,062 

3,791 

5,671 

33,236 


These  figures  are  those  of  the  Census  of  1921. 


Occupations. — The  district  may  be  considered  a  steel 
and  mining  one,  as  almost  all  the  industries  are  directly  or 
indirectly  associated  with  one  or  other  of  these. 

The  largest  Works — S.  Fox  &  Co.,  Ltd. — are  devoted  to 
steel  making,  the  manufacture  of  rails,  axles,  tyres,  springs, 
wire —in  all  forms,  sheet  steel,  and  the  celebrated  Paragon 
Frame  Umbrella. 

In  addition  there  are  Works  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  silica  bricks,  fire  bricks  and  sanitary  pipes. 

This  being  the  case  there  is  very  little  opportunity  for  the 
employment  of  girls,  and  there  is  an  opening  for  works 
engaged  in  the  textile  industry  to  be  established  here. 

Mining  in  coal,  fire  clay  and  ganister  is  carried  on. 

In  the  matter  of  agriculture  the  farms  are  small  and  are 
mostly  devoted  to  the  production  of  milk,  for  which  there  is  a 
good  demand  in  the  district. 

It  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  district  from  every 
point  of  view  if  the  choice  of  work  were  more  varied  ;  and 
seeing  that  we  are  within  10  miles  of  districts  devoted  to  the 
textile  industries  there  should  be  a  possibility  of  one’s  hopes 
becoming  materialised. 


Houses. — The  number  of  houses  in  the  district  at  the 
end  of  1924  was  2,070  ;  the  number  of  houses  built  in  1925  was 
80.  A  census  of  the  houses  of  the  district  was  taken  in 
September  1925  and  the  following  was  the  result.  Total 
number  of  houses  2,150.  Houses  built  in  1925 — 80. 


Of  these  26  were  built  by  the  District  Council  on  the 
Shay  House  Estate  :  14  parlour  type  and  12  non-parlour  type. 
Messrs.  S.  Fox  &  Co.  built  30  on  the  Half  Hall  Estate,  and 
private  builders  were  responsible  for  24. 

There  is  still  some  overcrowding,  but  the  position  has 
been  materially  relieved. 

Generally  speaking,  the  ty  pe  of  house  erected  will  compare 
favourably  with  those  in  other  districts,  and  some  of  the  houses 
and  bungalows  built  for  private  individuals  show  both  ingenuity 
and  a  sense  of  the  artistic. 

In  all  cases  bath-rooms  and  W.C’s  are  now  sine  qua  non. 
More  care  might  possibly  be  taken  in  the  planning  of  the 
smaller  bed-rooms,  so  as  to  allow  of  the  available  room  being 
so  arranged  as  to  be  utilized  to  the  full.  In  going  about  the 
country  I  do  not  recollect  having  seen  an  industrial  district  in 
which  the  houses,  both  old  and  new,  were  of  a  better  type  than 
those  to  be  found  here.  If  the  newer  houses  have  a  more 
artistic  appearance,  the  older  ones  were  well  built  and  roomy. 

There  is  still  a  tendency  in  some  cases  to  skimp  the  land 
round  about  the  dwelling,  and  the  allotting  of  400  yards  to 
each  house  is  not  too  much.  More  ought  to  be  made  of  the 
land  near  dwellings:  gardening  is  a  delightful  and  healthy 
pursuit,  and  withal  profitable.  When  one  reads  from  time  to 
time  talks  about  the  difficulty  in  getting  allotments,  one  is 
surprised  to  see  so  many  gardens  —even  in  the  Garden  Village  — 
to  which  a  spade  is  a  stranger.  From  my  own  observation  I 
should  say  that  pro  rata  there  is  less  gardening  done  here  now 
than  there  was  30  and  40  years  ago. 

Births. — The  number  of  Births  in  the  district  in  1925 
was  210,  and  of  these  108  were  Males  and  102  Females. 

There  were  6  illegitimate  included  in  the  above. 

This  number  gives  a  Birth  Rate  of  21.8  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  18.3  per  1,000. 


Birth-rate  for 

District. 

1911 

27.6 

1918 

21.2 

1912 

28.6 

1919 

27.9 

1913 

30.5 

1920 

28.5 

1914 

30.0 

1921 

29.4 

1915 

24.9 

1922 

25.4 

1916 

23.3 

1923 

22.2 

1917 

20.5 

1924 

24.4 

1925 

21.8 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  Birth  Hate  is  steadily  declining. 
This  opens  up  a  subject  which  is  too  big  to  discuss  in  this  report, 
hut  I  would  say  that,  with  the  state  of  the  country  as  it  is,  a 
wise  discretion  on  the  part  of  parents  is  advisable. 


Deaths.  —  In  the  year  1925  there  were  93  deaths,  of  these 
60  were  Males  and  33  Females.  The  Death  Rate  arrived  at 
from  this  number  is  9.6  per  1,000.  This  is  the  lowest  Death 
Rate  the  district  has  ever  had. 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12.2. 


Death-rates  of  District. 


1911 

14.3 

1918 

15.4 

1912 

11.9 

1919 

11.1 

1913 

14.6 

1920 

11.8 

1914 

14.0 

1921 

10.7 

1915 

13.2 

1922 

9.8 

1916 

13.9 

1923 

10.1 

1917 

12.8 

1924 

9.9 

1925 

9.6 

Deaths. — Causes  of  Deaths,  1925. 

Diphtheria 

M  ales. 

2 

Females. 

0 

Totals 

2 

Erysipelas 

0 

1 

1 

Influenza 

1 

0 

1 

Rheumatic  Fever... 

1 

1 

2 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

8 

2 

10 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

3 

2 

5 

Cancer 

5 

4 

9 

Diabetes  ... 

0 

1 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

2 

2 

4 

Heart  Diseases 

4 

2 

6 

Arterio-sclerosis  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Bronchitis 

5 

4 

9 

Pneumonia 

9 

6 

15 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

0 

0 

0 

Ulcer  of  Stomach... 

1 

0 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

0 

1 

Appendicitis 

0 

1 

1 

Nephritis 

3 

0 

3 

Premature  Birth  and  defects 

4 

1 

5 

Deaths  from  Parturition  ... 

0 

1 

1 

Other  defined  diseases 

10 

3 

13 

Totals 

60 

...  33 

93 

Deaths — at  various  age  periods. 


0 

1 

2 

5 

15 

25 

45 

65 

75 

over  75 

Males 

8 

2 

2 

3 

3 

7 

17 

10 

1 

7 

Females  ... 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

9 

5 

1 

3 

Totals  ... 

13 

3 

3 

5 

4 

12 

26 

15 

2 

10 

Deaths— in 

the 

several 

areas 

of  th 

e 

District,  1924- 

-25. 

Stocksbridge  (central) 

Haywoods — Old  and  New 

Deepcar 

Hunshelf 

Garden  Village,  Viola  Bank,  and  Hawthorn  Brook 
Common  Piece  and  Bracken  Moor 
Bolsterstone  and  Yewden 


19 

17 

16 

5 

14 

9 

13 

93 


The  above  is  a  table  of  considerable  interest.  Stocksbridge 
(central)  includes  that  portion  of  the  district  on  and  near  the 
Manchester  Road,  extending  from  the  Wesleyan  Chapel  to 
Langsett  Terrace. 

Deepcar  covers  the  whole  of  that  portion  of  the  district 
east  of  a  line  drawn  from  the  bottom  of  the  “Back”  Lane  to 
the  Royd  Farm. 

The  other  areas  explain  themselves. 

Infantile  Mortality  . — There  were  13  deaths  of  children 
under  1  year.  Ages  and  causes  of  death  were  as  follows: — 


30  minutes 
30  minutes 
7  days 
5  weeks  ... 

5  weeks  ... 

7  weeks  ... 
11  weeks... 
4  months... 

6  months... 
6  months... 

8  months... 

9  months... 
11  months 


Prematurity. 

Prematurity. 

Prematurity. 

Broncho-pneumonia. 

Bronchitis. 

Tuberculous  Meningitis. 
Congenital  Heart  Disease. 
Marasmus. 

Tuberculous  Meningitis. 
Tuberculous  Peritonitis. 
Broncho-pneumonia. 
Bronchitis. 

Tabes  mesenterica. 


The  above  number  gives  an  Infantile  Mortality  of  61  per 
1000  births,  which  is  almost  the  lowest  we  have  had. 


The  Infantile  Mortality  for  England  and  Wales  was  75. 

Infantile  Mortality  Table. 


1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924 

1925 

District 

46 

101 

72 

78 

61 

England  and  Wales 

83 

77 

69 

75 

75 

Our  average  Infantile  Mortality  for  the  last  five  years 
was  71. 


Deaths  from  Tuberculous  Diseases.  Deaths 
from  the  above  numbered  15;  11  Males  and  4  Females.  This 
gives  a  Death  Rate  of  1.5  per  1000. 

From  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  there  were  10  deaths; 
8  Males  and  2  Females,  with  a  Death  Rate  of  1.0  per  1000. 

Death  Rates  from  Tuberculous  Diseases. 

1921.  ~  1922.  1923~  1924.  1925. 

1.7  ...  .5  ...  .2  ...  .6  ...  1.5 


Death  Rates  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


1921.  1922.  1923.  1924.  1925. 

1.2  ...  .43  ...  .1 . 53  ...  1.0 


Silicosis.  —  In  1925  there  were  no  deaths  from  this 
disease,  which  in  the  past  has  had  an  important  bearing  on 
our  Mortality. 

Deaths  from  Silicosis. 


1921.  1922.  1923.  1924.  1925. 

2  ...  4  ...  5  ...  4  ...  0 


Deaths  from  Respiratory  Diseases.— There  were 
24  deaths  from  these  diseases,  which  is  equivalent  to  a  Death 
Rate  of  2.5  per  1000.  Bronchitis  caused  9  of  these  deaths  and 
Pneumonia  15. 

Deaths  Rates  from  Respiratory  Diseases. 

1921.  1922.  1923.  1924.  1925. 

2.2  ...  2.0  ...  3.2  ...  2.5  ...  2.5 


Deaths  from  (dancer.  —  Malignant  diseases  were 
responsible  for  9  deaths,  wliicdi  is  equivalent  to  a  Death  Rate 
of  .93  per  1000. 


Deaths  from  Malignant  Disease. 


1912 

4 

1919 

5 

1913 

5 

1920 

11 

1914 

2 

1921 

6 

1915 

4 

1922 

9 

1916 

8 

1923 

10 

1917 

7 

1924 

9 

1918 

5 

1925 

9 

Death  Rat 

es  from 

Cancer. 

1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

.66 

.97 

1.0 

.95 

. . . 

.93 

The  efforts  which  are  now  being  made — especially  in 
Yorkshire— to  combat  this  disease,  will  ultimately  make 
Cancer  no  more  dreaded  than  Tuberculosis  is  at  the  present 
time.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  early  diagnosis  is  of 
great  importance. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  of  these  9  deaths  6  occurred 
in  what  might  be  termed  old  property.  The  causes  leading  up 


to  Cancer  being  not  yet  clear  all  evidence 

is  of  value. 

Place  of  Residence. 

Age. 

Sex. 

Florence  Buildings 

64 

F. 

Haywood  Park 

70 

M. 

Horner  House 

67 

F. 

Whitwell  ... 

65 

F. 

Johnson  Street  ... 

59 

M. 

Bolsterstone 

55 

F. 

Bolsterstone 

62 

M. 

Underbank 

60 

M. 

Manchester  Road 

59 

M. 

Deaths  from  Epidemic  Diseases.— There  were  2 
deaths  from  Diphtheria. 

There  were  no  other  deaths  from  the  common  infectious 
diseases. 

This  gives  a  Death  Rate  of  .2  per  1000.  The  Death  Rate 
for  Diphtheria  for  England  and  Wales  was  .07. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Diarrhoea. 

Infl  uenza.— Influenza  caused  1  death,  giving  a  Death 
Rate  of  .1  per  1000. 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  .32. 


Infectious  Diseases. — The  main  point  of  interest  was 
the  outbreak  of  Small  Pox  in  February.  This  is  fully  dealt 
with  elsewhere  in  the  Report. 


Prevalenc 

e  of  Infectious  Disea 

ses.  — 

Monthly 

Notificatio 

Small  Pox. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria.  Erysipelas.  Puerperal! 

January 

...  0 

...  2  .. 

.  0 

...  0 

0 

February 

...  6 

...  4  .. 

.  0 

...  1 

0 

March 

...  3 

...  6  .. 

.  0 

0 

0 

A  pril 

...  0 

...  4  .. 

.  0 

1 

0 

May 

...  0 

...  4  .. 

0 

1 

0 

June 

...  0 

...  0  .. 

.  0 

1 

0 

July 

...  0 

...  6  .. 

.  0 

...  0 

0 

August 

...  0 

...  5  .. 

.  0 

...  2 

0 

September 

...  0 

...  3  .. 

.  2 

...  1 

1 

October 

...  0 

...  3  .. 

1 

...  0 

0 

November 

...  0 

...  2  .. 

.  0 

1 

0 

December 

...  0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

9 

...  40  .. 

.  4 

...  9 

1 

Isolation  Hospital.  —During  the  year  18  patients  were 
admitted  to  the  Allen  Croft  Hospital.  The  first  four  were 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  but  on  the  outbreak  of  Small  Pox,  the 
hospital  was  cleared  of  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases  and  the  Small 
Pox  cases  were  admitted.  Later  in  the  year,  after  thorough 
cleaning  and  disinfection,  the  hospital  was  again  opened  for 
ordinary  infectious  diseases. 

Of  the  18  patients,  10  were  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever, 
and  8  from  Small  Pox. 

They  were  all  discharged  well. 

The  duties  of  Nurse  were  admirably  carried  out  by  Mrs. 
Rodwell,  and  I  would  especially  commend  her  work  while  the 
Small  Pox  patients  were  in  hospital. 

The  question  of  a  new  hospital  has  now  become  acute,  the 
County  Council  authorities  having  declared  the  present 
premises  unfitted  for  this  work. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  may  be  possible  for  the  District 
to  retain  a  hospital  of  its  own  for  many  reasons,  one  being 
the  importance  of  having  the  isolation  hospital  within  reason¬ 
able  distance  of  the  bulk  of  the  population  which  it  is  to  serve. 
This  applies  particularly  in  our  own  case,  because  the  means 
of  communication  with  the  isolation  hospitals  nearest  to  us  is 
very  poor,  and  would  consequently  entail  hardship  on  parents 
visiting  patients. 


Tuberculosis.  The  number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year  was  26.  The  distribution 
was  as  follows  : — 


Stocksbridge  ...  5 

Hunshelf  ...  ...  2 

Garden  Village,  &c.  6 

Bolsterstone 


Bracken  Moor,  &c.  2 

Hay  woods  ...  5 

Deepcar...  ...  4 

2 


Of  the  above  number  14  were  Males  and  12  Females. 
The  incidence  rate  is  2.7  per  1000. 

Of  the  cases  of  Tuberculosis  other  than  Pulmonary  the 
following  is  the  record  for  the  year.  There  were  in  all  15 
cases  notified  ;  of  these  8  were  Males  and  7  Females.  The 
parts  affected  were  as  follows — glands  7,  peritoneum  3,  brain 
2,  other  parts  3.  In  1924  there  were  11  cases.  The  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Dispensary,  which  is  held  on  Mondays  at  the  Council 
Offices,  is  been  taken  full  advantage  of,  and  is  proving  a  boon 
both  to  practitioners  and  patients. 


Welfare  Centre. — The  following  have  been  seen  by 
me  at  the  above  Centre. 


Infants  ... 

..  503 

School  Children 

..  529 

Mothers 

56 

Total  number  of  attendances 

1088 

The  Quarterly 

returns  are  as 

follows — • 

Infants. 

School  Children. 

Mothers. 

1st  Quarter 

105 

Ill 

14 

2nd  ,, 

138 

146 

5 

3rd 

99 

138 

6 

4th 

161 

134 

31 

503 

529 

56 

Number  of  Attendances  1922 — 1925. 


1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

Infants 

472 

431 

700 

503 

School  Children 

494 

545 

575 

529 

Mothers  ... 

69 

65 

167 

56 

Total 

1035 

1041 

1442 

1088 

The  numbers  are  not  up  to  those  of  1924,  but  they  are  a 
fair  average  except  in  the  case  of  Mothers. 

The  assistance  of  Nurse  Burdass  has  been  a  great  help  in 
the  smooth  working  of  the  Welfare  Centre. 


Nursing. — The  general  nursing  of  the  district  is  looked 
after  by  the  Stocksbridge  Nursing  Association,  which  has  a 
staff  of  two  Nurses  (Queen’s),  who  are  also  certified  Midwives. 

There  is  in  addition  one  other  certified  Midwife  in  the 
district. 

There  is  one  Nurse  attending  to  the  duties  of  Lady  Health 
Visitor  and  School  Nurse. 

Schools. — There  are  5  Elementary  Schools  in  the  district. 
These  properties  are  old  and  in  some  cases  ill  adapted  for 
teaching,  whilst  others  are  so  situated  that  the  noise  from  the 
road  and  the  works  must  be  a  hindrance. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  ere  long  we  shall  have  a  new  school 
built  on  up-to-date  lines,  and  situated  so  that  the  teaching  is 
not  interfered  with  by  noise  from  without.  It  is  further  to  be 
desired  that  in  the  new  school  attention  will  be  given  to  the 
possibility  of  taking  classes  in  the  open  air  in  favourable 
weather. 

One  school  was  closed  from  Feb.  23rd  to  March  23rd  on 
account  of  the  Small  Pox  outbreak.  This  was  Bolsterstone. 


Ambulance. — The  Home  Service  Ambulance  has  been 
in  great  request  during  the  year. 

Record  of  Home  Service  Ambulance  for  1925. 


First  Quarter — - 

Number  of  patients  carried 
„  attendants  carried 

„  journeys 

Mileage 

Second  Quarter — 

Number  of  patients  carried 
,,  attendants  carried 

„  journeys 

Mileage 

Third  Quarter — 

Number  of  patients  carried 
,,  attendants  carried 

,,  journeys 

Mileage 

Fourth  Quarter- 

Number  of  patients  carried 
,,  attendants  carried 

„  journeys 

Mileage 


45 

71 

45 

1176 


47 

71 

51 

1122 


63 

102 

60 

1382 


55 

77 

51 

1184 


Summary  re  Home  Service  Ambulance. 


Total  number  of  patients  carried 


210 

321 

207 

4864 


Total  Mileage 


attendants  carried 
journeys 


journeys 


The  total  number  of  patients  carried  in  1924  was  154, 
which  shows  an  increase  for  1925  of  56. 

Thanks  are  due  to  Messrs.  S.  Fox  &  Co.  for  repairing  and 
general  oversight  of  the  ambulance  and  for  providing  the 
drivers,  and  through  them  to  Mr.  R.  Wassell  the  head  of  their 
Garage  department. 

Health  Week. — This  annual  event  was  carried  out  on 
similar  lines  to  previous  years.  All  the  Schools  were  visited 
by  one  or  other  of  the  medical  men  of  the  district,  and 
addresses  were  given  to  the  scholars.  An  innovation  this 
year  was  the  writing  of  essays  by  the  children  on  the 
addresses  to  which  they  had  listened.  For  the  best  of  these 
prizes  were  given. 

On  the  invitation  of  the  District  Council  a  public  meeting 
was  held  in  the  Railway  Dining  Rooms  on  October  8th,  when 
a  lecture  was  given  by  the  M.O.H.  on  “Lungs  and  their 
diseases.” 

The  hall  was  packed  and  keen  interest  was  manifested. 

Public  Parks. — There  are  four  public  parks  in  the 
district.  Fox  Glen,  near  the  Deepcar  end  of  the  district,  Oxley 
Park  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Garden  Village,  the  Deepcar 
Recreation  Ground,  and  the  War  Memorial  with  the  land 
surrounding  it. 

Playing  fields  for  the  younger  children  would  be  an 
acquisition. 

Mention  should  be  made  of  the  Evening  Concerts  in  the 
various  Parks  under  the  auspices  of  the  District  Council. 
These  Concerts  are  greatly  appreciated,  and  I  have  seen  a 
crowd  to  be  estimated  at  over  3,000  in  attendance  at  one  of 
them. 

Water  Supply. — This  is  from  the  Sheffield  Corporation 
Water  Works.  The  quality  is  good  and  the  supply  on  the 
whole  satisfactory,  but  in  the  districts  of  Park  View  and 
Hunshelf  the  quantity  available  leaves  something  to  be  desired. 

Short  extensions  have  been  made  to  new  buildings. 

The  supply  to  some  outlying  farms  and  houses  is  in  dry 
seasons  not  satisfactory. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  extensions  to  the 
Sewage  Outfall  Works  at  Deepcar  were  completed  in  May 
1925  at  a  cost  of  about  £9,026. 

Extensions  of  sewers  and  drains  have  been  made  in  the 
Shay  House  estate,  the  Half  Hall  estate,  Broomfield  Lane, 
and  at  Bolsterstone. 

©loset  Accomodation. — The  Water  Carriage  system 
is  adopted  in  all  new  houses,  and  the  old  privy-middens  are 
being  gradually  converted  to  this  system.  In  1925  45  such 
conversions  were  made  in  various  parts  of  the  District. 


Scavenging. — This  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  own 
staff  of  seven  men.  In  1925  4,538  loads  were  taken  to  the 
Tips  at  a  total  cost  of  £1,791. 

The  recognised  tips  are  at  Pot  House  Wood  and  near  the 
Bitholmes. 

In  addition  to  these  some  tipping  is  done  at  Holly  Bush 
quarry  and  at  the  old  quarry  in  Quarry  Hill. 

The  health  of  the  district  would  be  better  served  by  the 
abolition  of  all  tips  and  the  substitution  of  a  Destructor. 


Nui  sances. — During  the  year  358  inspections  were  made 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  connection  with  nuisances. 


Nuisances  reported  in  1925  ...  ...  120 

Nuisances  in  hand  end  of  1924  ...  ...  7 

Total  needing  abatement  ...  ...  ...  127 

Abated  during  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  118 

Outstanding  end  of  1925  ...  ...  ...  9 


Informal  Notices  served,  127  ;  complied  with,  118. 
Statutory  Notices  served,  1  ;  complied  with,  1. 

There  were  no  legal  proceedings. 

Housing. 

Col.  2.  Houses  with  minor  defects  not  dis¬ 


posed  of  at  end  of  1924  ...  ...  34 

4.  Houses  inspected  in  1925  ...  ...  80 

5.  Houses  found  satisfactory  ...  ...  64 

6.  Houses  needing  further  action  ...  16 


0 


Houses  not  reasonably  fit 


Col. 

7. 

99 

8. 

99 

9. 

99 

10. 

99 

11. 

99 

12. 

Houses  found  with  defects 

Houses  of  this  class  remedied  without 
formal  notice  ... 

Houses  re  which  formal  notices  were 
served  ... 

Houses  made  fit  after  formal  notice 

Houses  re  which  Council  did  work  in 
default  of  owner 

Houses  which  owner  elected  to  close 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Action  under  Public  Health  Acts— 

Col.  13.  Houses  with  defects  (from  Col.  6)  ...  16 

,,  14.  Houses  remedied  without  service  of 

formal  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

,,  15.  Houses  re  which  formal  notices  were 

served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

„  16.  Houses  made  satisfactory  after  formal 

notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

,,  32.  Houses  with  defects  not  disposed  of 

at  end  of  1925  ...  ...  ...  3 

Total  number  of  Houses  in  district  ...  ...  2150 

Number  of  working-class  houses  ...  ...  2045 

Number  of  Houses  built  in  the  district  under 

State  aided  and  all  conditions  in  1925  ...  80 

There  were  no  “unfit”  houses. 


Factories  and  Workshops.  —  The  factories  and 
workshops  of  the  district  are  generally  speaking  well  built 
and  suitable  in  every  way  for  the  work  done  in  them.  On 
inspection  in  some  cases  limewashing  was  needed,  and  in 
other  cases  the  ventilation  possible  was  not  being  taken  full 
advantage  of,  but  on  the  whole  there  was  little  to  find  fault 
with. 

Requirements. — 

MORTUARY — situated  near  the  main  road,  and  with 
sufficient  room  for  post-mortem  examination. 

CEMETERY — there  may  be  and  is  sufficient  accomodation 
in  existing  burial  grounds  for  the  present,  but  this 
will  not  last  long,  and  further  it  is  surely  the  duty  of 
the  Local  Authority  to  provide  a  burial  ground  which 
shall  be  generally  accessible. 

NEW  SCHOOL— see  notes  on  schools. 


W.  M.  ROBERTSHAW, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Stocksbridge, 

May  5th,  1925. 

REPORT  ON  OUTBREAK  OF  SMALL  POX. 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  report  on  the  outbreak  of  Small 
Pox  which  has  recently  occurred  in  the  Stocksbridge  Urban 
District. 

From  the  point  of  view  of  correct  diagnosis  it  would  be 
well  for  me  to  state  what  previous  experience  I  have  had 
of  Small  Pox.  In  the  early  part  of  1893  I  acted  as  locum 
tenens  for  Dr.  Thorne  of  Dore,  Derbyshire,  The  Dore  and 
Chinley  line  of  the  Midland  Railway  Co.  was  under  construct- 
tion  at  the  time  and  a  considerable  number  of  the  navvies 
engaged  in  making  the  Totley  Tunnel  contracted  this  disease. 
Consequently  I  saw  quite  a  number  of  cases  of  varying 
severity. 

Again  in  1893  I  saw  a  case  at  the  Firvale  Workhouse  of 
the  Sheffield  Union.  Some  twenty  years  ago  there  was  one 
case  in  this  district — a  tramp  in  the  Lodging  House — and  that 
case  I  had  to  deal  with. 

Still  further  re  the  question  of  diagnosis  the  first  case  to 
occur  in  the  present  outbreak  was  seen  by  my  partner  in  the 
first  instance,  then  by  myself,  and  then  by  Dr.  Anderson  of 
the  Wortley  Rural  District,  and  finally  by  Dr.  W.  V.  Shaw — 
the  expert  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  —  who  emphatically  stated 
that  the  case  was  one  of  undoubted  Small  Pox. 

I  have  laboured  this  subject  because  of  the  regrettable 
tendancy  in  certain  quarters  to  call  Small  Pox  by  some  other 
name,  and  generally  to  belittle  its  severity.  This  is  having  a 
bad  effect  on  the  public  as  is  proved  by  the  following  extract 

from  a  letter  appearing  in  the  Sheffield  Independent — “  Dr. - - 

calls  it  “para-small  pox,”  and  goes  on  to  talk  of  the  harmless 
disease.”  Further  in  our  own  district  when  one  was  very 
anxious  as  to  the  possibilities  of  a  severe  epidemic,  the  rumour 
was  spread  abroad  that  the  disease  was  Chicken  Pox.  Let 
me  say  here  and  now  that  the  disease  was  Small  Pox,  and 
that  though  some  of  the  cases  were  very  mild,  others  were 
sufficiently  severe  to  cause  me  anxiety. 

The  first  case  occurred  in  the  Yewden  Village  of  the  Sheffield 
Corporation  Water  Works,  I  first  saw  the  man  on  the 


morning  of  Feb.  16th.  I  gave  directions  as  to  the  quarantining 
of  the  hut  and  set  about  getting  the  patient  into  hospital.  It 
was  my  hope  that  the  Sheffield  Corporation  might  take  this 
case  as  theirs,  seeing  that  the  Yewden  Village  though  situate 
in  our  District  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  part  of  the 
Sheffield  Corporation.  In  this  however  I  was  disappointed,  and 
after  interviewing  Dr.  Wynne — M.O.H.  of  Sheffield — it  was 
arranged  that  the  case  should  be  removed  to  the  Small  Pox 
hospital  at  Grenoside,  and  be  chargeable  to  this  district.  This 
was  carried  out  within  a  few  hours.  On  Feb.  18th  I  received 
a  telegram  from  Dr.  Shaw  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  stating 
that  he  was  coming  over  to  see  the  case  in  the  evening.  I  took 
him  to  Grenoside,  where  as  I  have  previously  stated  he 
confirmed  the  diagnosis,  and  expressed  his  approval  of  the 
steps  that  were  being  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the 
disease. 

There  were  in  all  9  cases  during  the  outbreak,  the  last  of 
which  was  notified  on  March  26th. 

The  following  were  the  steps  taken  in  all  cases  : — 

Removal  of  patient  to  Hospital. 

Immediate  vaccination  of  Contacts. 

Disinfection  of  dwelling  and  clothing,  and  where 
necessary  destruction  of  clothing  by  burning. 

Quarantining  of  dwelling  and  inmates  till  it  was 
evident  that  the  vaccination  was  successful. 

In  some  instances  it  was  difficult  to  make  sure  that  one 
had  got  all  the  contacts,  but  I  have  little  doubt  now  that  that 
was  done.  I  should  like  to  state  that  except  in  one  case  all 
the  contacts  were  willing  to  be  vaccinated  :  the  scruples  of 
the  odd  case  was  ultimately  overcome. 

The  District  Council  formed  an  Emergency  Committee  to 
deal  with  any  situation  as  it  should  arise,  and  through  the 
action  of  the  Council  the  Wortley  Board  of  Guardians 
appointed  all  the  practitioners  of  the  Stocksbridge  District  as 
temporary  Deputy  Vaccinators  (Public). 

Leaflets  were  distributed  throughout  the  district  informing 
the  people  that  they  could  go  to  any  practitioner  and  he 
vaccinated  free  of  charge.  That  this  was  taken  advantage  of 
will  be  shown. 

Vaccination. — During  the  outbreak  662  persons  were 
successfully  vaccinated  by  the  Public  Vaccinator  (Dr. 
McIntyre)  and  the  Deputy  Public  Vaccinators — Dr.  Goldie  and 
myself.  It  should  be  clearly  understood  that  all  these  were 
perfectly  voluntary. 


Vaccination  in  the  case  of  those  not  previously  vaccinated 
is  not  a  light  matter,  and  some  of  the  patients  were  distinctly 
ill.  Let  me  state  equally  clearly  that  all  made  a  good 
recovery. 

The  effect  on  the  District  of  so  many  newly  protected 
persons  will  for  some  years  be  very  beneficial. 

The  protective  power  of  Vaccination  was  abundantly 
proved,  as  will  be  seen  when  I  deal  with  the  cases  individually. 

Hospital.— As  already  stated  the  first  case  was  removed 
to  the  Small  Pox  Hospital  of  the  Wortley  Rural  District  at 
Grenoside.  It  occurred  to  me  that  if  we  had  a  serious  out¬ 
break  the  number  of  beds  available  there  might  not  be 
sufficient,  and  further  that  the  cost  to  this  District  would  be 
very  considerable.  I  therefore  suggested  to  the  District 
Council  that  we  should  clear  our  own  Isolation  Hospital  at 
Allen  Croft  and  use  that  for  Small  Pox.  This  the  Council 
agreed  to. 

That  this  step  was  a  wise  one  was  proved  later  when  the 
Wortley  Council  decided  to  admit  no  more  outside  cases  to 
their  Hospital.  Moreover  from  the  point  of  view  of  cost  it 
was  sound,  for  the  one  patient  in  the  Grenoside  Hospital  cost 
this  District  £40. 

The  Allen  Croft  Hospital  was  originally  built  for  Small 
Pox.  It  is  excellently  situated  for  that  purpose. 

I  should  like  to  say  how  well  the  work  there  was  carried 
out  by  the  Nurse  in  charge — Mrs.  Rod  well. 

It  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  of  advantage  to  the  District 
to  keep  this  hospital  for  Small  Pox,  and  to  build  another  as  a 
general  Isolation  Hospital.  Small  Pox  is  increasing  in  the 
North  and  Midlands  and  we  may  have  to  deal  with  another 
outbreak  at  any  time. 

Bolsterstone  School.— As  several  of  the  cases  of 
Small  Pox  were  pupils  at  the  above  school,  and  as  there  was 
some  suspicion  that  the  disease  had  been  spread  at  a  dance 
held  there,  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  close  the  school,  the  closure 
to  extend  from  February  23rd  to  March  23rd. 

In  the  meantime  the  school  was  very  thoroughly  dis¬ 
infected  and  cleaned. 

The  cases  individually — 

The  first  case  was  a  youth  of  17  (J.F.),  living  at  one  of 
the  huts  in  Yewden  Valley.  He  had  been  very  ill  for  a  week 


with  high  temperature,  severe  pain  in  back,  and  haematuria. 

I  saw  him  for  the  first  time  on  February  16th.  There  was  a 
considerable  eruption  which  was  absolutely  typical  in  its 
distribution.  He  was  stated  to  have  been  vaccinated  in 
infancy  but  not  successfully. 

There  was  no  history  that  he  had  been  in  a  Small  Pox 
area,  but  he  had  been  to  a  football  match  in  Sheffield  a  fort¬ 
night  previously,  and  it  is  probable  that  he  came  in  contact 
with  the  infection  there.  He  was  removed  to  the  Grenoside 
Small  Pox  Hospital,  where  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Anderson  he 
made  a  good  recovery  and  was  discharged  within  six  weeks. 

H.S.,  of  Spring  View,  Bolsterstone.  Age  12.  First  ill 
February  14th.  First  spots  February  18th.  Admitted  to 
Allen  Croft  Hospital  February  21st.  Mild  case.  No  history 
of  contact  with  case  1.  Not  vaccinated.  Discharged  April 
11th. 

M.H.,  of  43,  Yewden  Village,  Bolsterstone.  Age  11. 
First  ill  February  14th.  First  spots  February  16th.  Admitted 
to  Allen  Croft  Hospital  February  21st.  Eruption  profuse 
especially  on  face.  Severe.  Discharged  April  11th.  Not 
vaccinated. 

A.F.,  of  20,  Yewden  Village,  Bolsterstone.  Age  34.  First 
ill  February  17th.  First  spots  February  18th.  Admitted  to 
Allen  Croft  Hospital  February  21st.  Rash  abundant  especially 
on  face.  Severe.  Discharged  April  11th.  Not  vaccinated. 

W.H.,  of  Bracken  Moor,  Stocksbridge.  Age  14.  First 
ill  February  14th.  First  spots  February  19th.  Admitted  to 
Allen  Croft  Hospital  February  21st.  Rash  abundant  especially 
on  limbs.  Severe.  Discharged  April  11th.  Not  vaccinated. 

D.C.,  of  St.  Mary’s  Terrace,  Bolsterstone.  Age  10.  First 
ill  February  16th.  First  spots  February  19th.  Admitted  to 
Allen  Croft  Hospital  February  22nd.  Very  mild  case. 
Vaccinated  for  first  time  February  21st.  No  reaction.  Dis¬ 
charged  April  11th. 

A.H.,  of  Bracken  Moor,  Stocksbridge.  Age  17.  Brother 
of  W.H.,  with  whom  he  had  slept  prior  to  his  removal  to 
Hospital.  First  ill  March  1st.  First  spots  March  7th. 
Admitted  to  Hospital  March  7th.  Very  mild  case.  This 
youth  was  vaccinated  February  22nd  for  the  first  time.  Four 
good  marks  resulted.  Discharged  April  11th. 

R.W.,  of  Bracken  Moor,  Stocksbridge.  Age  35.  This 
patient  lived  next  door  to  the  previous  cases.  First  ill  March 
8th.  First  spots  March  12th.  Admitted  to  Hospital  March 


16th.  She  had  been  vaccinated  in  infancy.  Very  mild  case, 
but  with  marked  pain  in  back.  Re-vaccinated  on  admission 
to  Hospital ;  no  reaction.  Discharged  April  25th. 

H.W.,  of  Bracken  Moor,  Stocksbridge.  Age  37.  Husband 
of  the  previous  case.  First  ill  March  23rd.  First  spots 
March  25th.  Admitted  to  Hospital  March  26th.  Vaccinated 
in  infancy  and  again  March  16th  successfully.  Very  mild 
case.  Discharged  April  25th. 

(Conclusion. — To  sum  up  some  of  the  main  points 
brought  out  by  this  outbreak. 

1.  All  the  cases  were  undoubted  Small  Pox — not  para-Small 
Pox  nor  Varicella. 

2.  The  protective  value  of  Vaccination  was  abundantly 
proved,  and  further  its  modifying  effect  on  the  disease 
if  it  occurred. 

3.  It  was  impossible  to  get  a  reaction  with  Vaccination 
when  the  disease  had  developed. 

Finally  I  should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  District 
Council  for  the  support  they  gave  me  in  a  trying  time  ;  to  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  thoroughness  with  which  he  carried 
out  his  part  of  the  work  ;  and  to  the  Public  Vaccinator  for  the 
great  service  he  rendered  in  protecting  the  district. 


W.  M.  ROBERTSHAW, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Stocksbridge  Urban  District. 


To  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
Whitehall, 

May  5th,  1925. 


